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EAST FLORIDA; 


Publiſhed by Dr. Stork, who reſided a con- 
ſiderable time in Auguſtine, the metropo- 
lis of that province. 


HE author in his introduction ſets 

forth, that the deſign of his work is 
not only to fix the attention of the miniſtry 
upon an object of great national importance, 
but alſo to point out to individuals the great 
advantage of obtaining grants of Land in 
Eaſt Florida, where, the climate, ſoil, and 
produce conſidered, the lands are of no leſs 
value than in the iſlands of the Weſt Indies, 
and cautions the public againſt any miſtake 
that may ariſe in regard to Eaſt and Weſt 
Florida, as the ſeveral concurrent accounts 
of the unhealthineſs and infertility of Weſt 


Florida ſcem to be too well founded. 
* B Eaſt 
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Eaſt Florida is a peninſula, and lies be- 
tween the 25th and 3 1ſt degree of north la- 
titude, and contains about 12,000,000 acres. 
The avthor obſerves, that Egypt, Arabia 
Fel x, Perſia, India, China, and Japan, all 
lie in the ſame latitude, and are the moſt re- 
markable countries in all Africa, and the 
caſtern world, for their fertility and riches ; 
and in his deſcription of the province, men- 
tions the river St. John's as the principal ri- 
ver of this province in point of utility and 
beauty, and not inferior to any in North 
America. This river paſſes through five 
lakes; the loweſt of them is called by the In- 
dians, the great lake; it is 20 miles long, 
and 10 broad, has eight feet water, and it 
is now called lake Groſſe. In going down 
from hence, the firſt Britiſh habitation is Mr. 
Spalding's, an Indian trader's ſtore houle ; 
lower is Mr. Rolle's ſettlements, and the 
country between the beſt diſcovered yet 
upon the river. The tropical fruits and 
plants are found in great abundance, and af- 
ford the ſtrongeſt evidence that both ſoil and 
climate are fit for ſugar, cotton, indigo, and 
other Weſt India productions. Mr. Rolle's 
plantation is well ſituated on the eaſtern banks, 
and is the moſt confiderable upon this river, 
which is here very narrow ; 25 miles from 
Mr. Rolle's downward, is Picolata, a ſmall 
fort with a gartifon ; the river is there three 
miles broad: the tide riſes at the bar Koln five 
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to eight feet, and two feet at Mr. Rolle's, 
though 100 miles from the fea, There are 
neither ſhallows nor any rapidity in the river, 
the current is very gentle, and veſſels may go 
up the river almoſt as eaſy as down for 200 
miles, ſo that no river in the whole globe 
can be more commodious for navigation. 
The climate of Eaſt Florida is an ag.ecable 
medium, betwixt the ſcorching heat of the 
tropicks, and the pinching cold of the north- 
ern latitudes, There is a change of fe-ſons, 
but it is a very moderate one ; in November 
and December many trees lole their leaves, 
vegetation goes {lowly on, and winter is per- 
ceived. In the northern parts of the pro- 
vince, a flight froſt happened laſt year. The 
author found upon enquiry at Auguſtine, that 
ſnow had never been ſeen in that province. 
The tendereſt plants of the Weſt Indies, ſuch 
as the plantain, the alligator pear tree, the 
banana, the pine apple, or ananas, the ſugar- 
cane, &c. remain unhurt during the winter, 
in the gardens of St. Auguſtine. The fogs 
and dark gloomy weather ſo common in Eng- 
land, are unknown in this country. At the 
equinoxes, eſpecially the autumnal, the rains 
fall very heavy betwixt eleven o'clock in the 
morning and four in the afternoon, for ſome 
weeks together. When a ſhower is over, 


the ſky does not continue cloudy, but always 
clears up, and the ſun appears again; the 


mildneſs of the ſeaſons, and the purity of the 
B 2 air, 
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air, are probably the cauſe of the healthinefs 


of this country: for when the Spaniards 
quitted Auguſtine, many of them were of a 


great age, ſome above ninety, and the inha- 


bitants of the Spaniſh ſettlements in America, 
confidered Eaſt Florida with reſpect to its 
healthineſs, in the ſame light that we do 
the fouth of France; and from the Havan- 
nah, and elſewhere, frequently reforted 


thither for the benefit of their health, and 


fince it came into the hands of Great Britain, 
many gentlemen have experienced the happy 
effects of its climate. Mr. Dunnet, the ſe- 
cretary of. the province, and Mr. Wilſon, a 


merchant there, both in a deep conſumption, 


have aſcribed the recovery of their health to 
the climate; and it appears by the monthly 


returns of the ninth regiment in garriſon in 


Eaſt Florida, that it did not loſe one ſingle 
man by natural death in the ſpace of 20 
months; and as this regiment does duty in 
the ſeveral forts at different diſtances from 
Auguſtine, viz. at St. Marks d'Apalachy, 
at 200 miles, Piccolata 30, Malanza 20; 
it proves in the moſt ſatisfactory manner, that 
the climate is healthy in the different parts of 
the province. The peninſula of Eaſt Flo- 
rida is not broad, and as it is between two 
ſeas, the air is cooler and oftener refreſhed 
with rains, than further on the continent. 
The entire abſence of the ſun for eleven hours, 


makes the dews heavy, and gives the earth 
time 
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time to cool, ſo that the nights in ſummer 
are leſs ſultry. here than in the northern lati- 
tudes where the ſun ſhines upon the earth 
for 17 or 18 hours out of the 24. The 
white people work in the fields in the heat 
of the day without prejudice to their health, 
= Gentlemen frequently ride out for pleaſute 
in the middle of the day, and governor 
Grant is regularly on horſeback every day 
from eleven to three o'clock in the afternoon. 
The author, in taking notice of the na- 
tural productions of this province, aſſerts, 
that in no part of the Britiſh: dominions there 
is found ſo great a variety of trees, plants, 
and ſhrubs, as in Eait Florida, which he 
a0 conjectures is entirely owing to the tempera- 
of ture of the climate in which the productions 
of the northern and ſouthern latitudes ſeem 
| to flouriſh together, and mentions the fol- h 
lowing as moſt uſeful, viz. The white pine 
for maſts, planks, and houſe building ; the 
red pine, full of rezin, and fit for pitch and 
tar; the ſpruce fir for making the ſpruce 
beer ; the white cedar, for boards, hingles, 


{ * clapboards, and ſtaves for dry caſks ; the red 
cedar, for (hip building; the Cypreſs tree 
&. = is uſed for making canoes ; the live oak is 
tougher and of a better grain than the Engliſh 


oak, and is highly eſteemed for ſhip build- 
ing ; the cheſnut oak affords ci maſt 
| for hogs, and is exceeding good timber. 
| Mahogany. graws in the ſouthern parts of the 
peninſula, 
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peninſula, and is in ſize and quality inferior 
| to the Jamaica, but good enough to become 
an article of trade. The wood=cutters from 
Providence, come and cut and carry it off, 
clandeſtinely. Red bay ſeems a baſtard ma- 
hogany, and may come in uſe when the beſt 
mahogany gets more ſcarce. The wallnut 145 
and hiccory afford good maſt for hogs; 
black cherry tree is a beautiful wood, the 
fruit ſmall, and of little uſe; maple is of a 
fine variegated grain fit for cabinet work, in 
| the ſpring they tap it in order to make ſugar 
| of the juice. The aſh, locuſt, and dog wood 
| trees are fit for the mill or wheelwrights work; : 
the mulberry tree, both red and white, are 
natives of the country; the foreſts are full of | 
| them, they grow here to a larger ſize than 
| in any other country; the leaf of this tree is 
| the food of the filk worm, and the climate 
I perfectly adapted to that tender inſet, The 
' | fuſtic and braſiletto, for dying; the ſaſſafras 
was eſteemed the beſt in America; the bal- 
ſam tree, like the ſycamore tree in England, 
| yields the true balſam of Tolu; the magno- 


lia, tulip laurel, tupelow tree, are all beau- 4 | F 
| tiful and ornamental in gardens and pleaſure = 
. grounds. | YT Is 
The myrtle-wax ſhrub is the moſt uſeful | | 
of the fpontaneous growth of America. It 


is found in all ſorts of ſoil, and in ſuch plenty 
in-Eaſt Florida, that were there hands enough 
| to em the berries, they could ſupply all 
England 
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England with wax. The procefs of making 

it is very ſimple; they bruiſe the berries, 

boil them in water, and {kim the wax off, 

which is naturally of a, bright green colour, 

and on acebunt of its hardneſs is well adapt- 

ed for candles in hot countries. The opun- 

In: tia, or prickly pear, are of different ſpecies 
in'Eaſt Florida; on one ſort with a ſmooth 4 

leaf is the cochineal infe&t found; of the 

fruit of the other ſpecies, is made a vege- 

table cochineal, which may be uſed in ordi- 

nary purpoſes, inſtead of the true cochineal. 

The vines, the ſenna ſhrub, ſarſaparilla | 

I China root, wild indigo, water and muſk- 1 
melons, are indigenous plants of Eaſt Flo- | 

| rida. The author mentions an herb that 
great advantage might be derived from, it | 
reſembles entirely our ſamphire in England, 

and is called barilla or kaly, it is the ſame of | 

which in Spain the pearl aſhes are made, in | 

the manner as the kelp in Scotland ; the ſea 

coaſt, marſhes, and low lands overflown at [) 

high tides, are covered with 1t here in Flo- | 

rida. The author mentions the deer as an 

4 } animal moſt ' worthy of notice, as the ſkins 
are at preſent the only article of exportation, Fi 

| The buffalo is found in the ſavannahs or na- | 
| tural meadows, the peculiarity of which is, 
| that inſtead of hair it is covered with frizzled 
wool. The bear is not a fierce, but an uſe- 
ful animal; it feeds upon grapes, cheſnuts, 
acorns, &c. is reckoned good food, eſpeci- 
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ally the hams. The racoon is a ſpecies: of 
the bear, but ſmaller, and is eſteemed very 
delicate eating. The horned cattle are as 
big as in England, in the inland parts. 
Hares are very plenty, but not bigger than 
an Engliſh rabbit. The horſes are of the 


Spaniſh breed, of great ſpirit, but little 


ſtrength ; but the Indians, by mixing the 
Spanifh breed with the Carolina, have excel- 
lent | horſes both for ſervice and beauty. 
This province has great variety of birds; im- 
menſe numbers migrate here in winter to 
avoid the cold of northern latitudes. In the 


woods are plenty of wild turkeys, which are 


better tafted, as well as larger, than our tame 
ones in England. The pheaſant is as large 
as ours, but in plumage like our partridge. 
The American partridge ſeems to be of the 
ſpecies of our quail. The wild pigeons for 
three months are in ſuch plenty, that an ac- 
count of them would ſeem incredible. All 
the different ſorts of water-fowls belonging 
to America (the ſwan excepted) are found 
here in the greateſt abundance. 

The rivers of the ſouthern part of North 
America abound greatly with fiſh, but Florida 
more than any other: thoſe moſtly made uſe 
of are the baſs, mullet, different ſorts of rays 
and flat fiſh, cat fiſh, ſea-trout, and black fiſn; 
ſeveral ſorts of crabs, prawins, and ſhrimps 


oftan extraordinary faze. The oyſters are 10 


5 here, that nothing is more ** 
than 


LES 


than at low water to ſee whole rocks of 
them. There are three ſorts of ſea turtle 


common in Eaſt Florida; the logger-head, 
hawks bill, and green turtle : there are like- 


wiſe two ſorts of land turtle, one of them 1s 
amphibious, and the other not fo, is called a 
terrapin. Eaſt Florida has fewer inſects than 


any other province in America; during my 
ſtay here, I ſaw but two black ſnakes. Mr. 


Rolle, who for 12 months lived conſtantly 


in the woods, has ſeen but one rattle-ſnake ; 
its having ſo few venomous creatures, is 


owing to the hunting parties of the Creek 


Indians, who are diſperſed through the 
whole province, and continually ſet the graſs 
on fire for conveniency of hunting, by which 
means, not only the inſects but their eggs 
alſo are deſtroyed. Alligators are here in 
great numbers, but never attack men either 
in the water or upon land; all the miſchief 
they do, is carrying off young pigs from 
the plantations near the rivers. There 


is a large yellow ſpider, bigger than a pi- 


geon's egg, its webb a true yellow filk, fo 
ſtrong as to catch ſmall birds, upon which it 
feeds: the bite of this ſpider 3 is attended with 
a ſwelling of the part and great pain, but no 
danger of life. A great variety of lizards are 
found here, ſome of them very beautiful, 
changing their colour like the chamelion ; 
they are quite harmleſs inſects, 
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The author is diſpoſed to prognoſticate 
that cotton will be a ſtaple commodi- 
ty of this province; the utility and import- 
ance of which, as an article of trade, is well 
known. Bengal and the Coromandel coaſt, 
in a great meaſure, owe their riches to it. 
The calicoes, chints, muſlins, annually im- 
ported by the Eaſt India Company, and fold 
at ſuch immenſe profit, are all made of cot- 
ton. The quantity imported from the Weſt 
Indies, notwithſtanding the great increaſe 
lately made in the produce of it at Tortola, 
one of the Virgin iflands belonging to Great 
Britain, bears but a ſmall proportion to the 
whole conſumption. A great demand has 
railed the price of the Turkey cotton from 
five pence to ten pence a pound, and of the 
Welt India, from nine pence to two ſhil- 


lings. The Mancheſter manufactures are 


greatly cramped by the ſcarcity of this com- 
modity, and would be conſiderably extended 
ſhould cotton become more plentiful in Eng- 
land. Mr. Rolle has planted the cotton 
ſhrub in Eaſt Florida, where he has found it 
thrive ſo well, as plainly proves the ſoil and 
climate is adapted to it. The author pro- 
cceds to ſhew that there is reaſon to believe 
that cotton, rice, and ſugar, will grow 
there, and ſays, that the planters from Ca- 
rolina, who have viſited Eaſt Florida ſince it 
came into our poſſeſſion, are of opinion that 
it is much better for the production of rice, 


even 


($35.1 


even than South Carolina; and allo that 


there is not the leaſt doubt of the FAD 
being better adapted to the filk-worm tha 

any country in Europe, or probably i in "PR 
rica, as frequent ſhowers refreſh the air, and 
the ſea breezes keep it in conſtant agitation. 
The thunder is neither ſo violent nor fo 
common. The ſugar cane grew at Auguſ- 
tine, and there is no doubt but it will be {von 
planted in Eaſt Florida; both the foil and 
climate of Eaſt Florida ſeem to ſuit this 
plant. The Spaniards planted ſome of the 
Guatinala indigo in their gardens at Augul- 
tine, where the author declares he has ſcen, 
in a poor ſandy ſoil, indigo plants of a larger 
fize, and in a more luxurious ſtate, than 
ever he ſaw in South Carolina in the richeſt 
and beſt cultivated lands, and ſays he was in- 
formed, the Spaniards cut it tour times a 
year. Indian corn is the common food of 
America, and it grows here almolt in every 
ſoil. The large bounties granted by parlia- 
ment, and the conſiderable premiums by the 
ſociety for the encouragement of arts, ma- 
nofactures, and commerce, will induce ſome 
of the new ſettlers to cultivate hemp. The 
vines grow in almoſt all parts of America 
ſouth of Delaware, in great plenty, and 
when it is obſerved that the richeſt wines are 
produced in the iſlands of Madeira, and the 
Canaries, in the iſland of Cyprus, and in 
other parts of the Levant, lying nearly in the 
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ſame latitude as Eaſt Florida, it will probably 
not be owing to any defect in ſoil or cli- 
mate, if wine is not produced hereafter in 
ſome plenty upon this continent. Currants, 
raiſins, figs, and olives, will moſt probably 
thrive here when they are planted. 


ABSTRACT 


JJ 


OF A 
7 


An eminent Planter in South Carolina, to a 
noble Lord in England. Dated Charles- 
Town, South Carolina, Auguſt 27, 1765. 


O ON after my arrival at Auguſtine, I 
ſet out for St. Juans river, and arrived 
that evening at Picolata, a ſmall fort upon 
the banks of St. Juans; next morning we 
proceeded up the river as far as Mr. Rolle's 
town, which may be about 30 miles from 
Picolata. The land on both ſides the river 
is very indifferent, except ſome ſpots here 
and there, but at Mr. Rolle's the good land 
begins. After ſtaying one night at Mr. 
Rolle's, we ſet out for Lake George, which 
is 20 miles long, and 15 broad. From Mr. 
Rolle's to Lake George, which is near 50 
miles, is one continued body of excellent 
land, I may ſay the beſt in the King's domi- 


nions. 
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nione. This tract alone is capable of produ- 
eing yearly, more rice than the whole pro- 
vince of South Carolina has ever yet produ- 
ced in a year. Theſe lands ſeem more adapt- 
ed to rice and indigo than any thing elſe; it 
is better land than mine at Winyaw, which is 
reckoned ſome of the beſt in South Carolina. 
We intended to croſs the Lake, but the wind 
blowing freih, and we in an open boat, it 
was not thought ſafe to venture, and there- 
fore turned back after ſtaying one night and 
a day. Our guide, who was a man off cre- 
dit, informed us, that aſter you paſs over 
Lake George, there was good land on each 
fide of the river for 50 miles, when you 
mect with another Lake not quite fo large 
as Lake George; when that is croſſed, the 
country as far as you can ſce, on both ſides of 
the river, is a freſh water marſh: for 40 miles 
higher up theſe marthes are extraordinary 
rich lands; here the river begins to be ſhal- 
low, but from the mouth to this place, it is 
the beſt and ſafeſt navigation I have ever ſeen. 
At this place, in a All evening, the ſurf of 
the ſea is heard, and plenty of ſea birds are 
{cen in the river, which is a fign it cannot 
be above ſeven or eight miles from the ſea. 
In coming down "the river, within a few 
miles from Mr. Rolle's, we pitched upon an 
iſland, where we landed and examined it; 
it ma / contain about 14 or 1500 acres; a 
ridge of high lands runs acroſs, on . | 18 
a con- 
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a continued grove of orange trees, live oath, 
wild cherries, and magnolia ; on each fide of 
this ridge is a fine body of rich low lands as 
any in the world. Near this iſland is a tract 
of very good land, ſeparated from it by a 
creek of about 40 yards wide, and deep 
enough for any ſhip. Great plenty of ſreſh 
water fiſh is here in the river, and abundance 
of ducks and wild turkies upon the iſland. I 
ſhall return to Eaſt Florida next November, 
and carry negroes with me, as the governor 
will not grant us our land till the negroes 
are arrived in the province, 
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The Surveyor General of Eaſt Florida. 
Dated St. Auguſtine, May 1, 1765. 


SIR, 


N conſequence of your deſire, I acquaint 
you that by order of the Lords of Trade, 


and virtue of my appointment as ſurveyor 


general of the ſouthern diſtrict of North 
America, I have made an exact ſurvey of 
the land and fea coaſt from St. Auguſtine 
towards the Cape of Florida, as tar as latitude 
26. 40. You may inform thoſe who chuſe 
to become inhabitants of Eaſt Florida at this 
favourable juncture of its beginning, that 
the firſt comers will have great advantage in 
the choice of their land. There 1s variety 
of ſoil in Eaſt Florida; the high lands, ſome 
very rich, with a clay foundation, ſome leſs, 

I | with 
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with a ſandy bottom, and ſome quite ſandy. 
The firſt and ſecond produce oranges, ſweet 
and ſour, lemons, oak, aſh, red bay ſpice 
tree, papaw tree and pine; the third ſort of 
foil produces the cabbage tree; and arboreous 
grape vine, the plumb tree and opantia, on 
which the cochineal worm is nouriſhed. 
The low lands are partly cypreſs and Tupe- 
low ſwamps; partly freſh water marſh, with- 
out any tree except cedar ; on the foot of 
the high lands, partly falt water marſh, full 
of the barilla and the mangrove tree : there 
is an inland navigation moſtly through the 
whole province, by which the produce may 
be conveyed to the Capes, or to St. Mary's 
river to the northward; 
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OBSERVATIONS of DENYS ROLLE, 


Who formed a ſettlement on St, Jobm's river, 
in the province of Eaſt Florida, with his 


prop:ſals to ſuch perſons as may be inclined 
to ſettle thereon. 


PHE foregoing account of Dr. Stork's, 
is nearly verified by my own perſonal 
obſervations and experience from October 
1764, to October 1765, during which time, 
I either reſided upon my plantation or was tra- 
velling through different parts of the province; 
the climate is extremely fine, perhaps not to 
be ſurpaſſed in the whole world; its greater 
fruitfulneſs exceeding that of the Carolinas 
and Georgia, may be attributed to its more 
ſouthern latitude. Its preference to the Weſt 
Indies as well as thoſe colonies mentioned, 
and Weſt Florida, muſt be given in point of 
health ariſing from a two-fold confideration, 
of a more northern latitude than the former, 
and alſo the enjoyment of a trade wind paſ- 
fing over the peninſula, not felt in the other. 
This wind I was extremely ſenſible of in my 
journey to St. Marks, on the bay of Mexico, 
in the month of May: when J came to the 
high land of Latchaway, the firſt Indian 
town, about 30 miles from my ſettlement, 
welt north v 'eſt, where this wind was rather 
diſagreeably cold, in that otherwiſe warm 
month This being the higheſt land between 
the two ſeas, it received leis obſtruction from 
the wocds; when theſe are more cleared, 


every 
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every part will enjoy it, at preſent it is per- 
ceivable chiefly in the creeks of the rivers, 
but certainly tends much to the purity of the 
air. Every thing in nature ſeems to corre- 
ſpond towards the cultivation of the produc- 
tions of the whole world, in ſame part or 
other of this happy province, the moſt 
precious jewel of his majeſty's American do- 
minions. In order to ſettle this province, his 
Majeſty's Governor iſſued a Proclamation to 
all perſons, ** That they may, on application 
* to him in council at St. Auguſtine, obtain 
« grants of lands in the ſaid province of Eaſt 
Florida, in the following quantities, and 
“on the following terms: that 100 acres 
of land will be granted to every perſon, 
© being maſter or miſtreſs of a family, for 
* him or herſelf; and 50 acres for every 
{© white and black man, woman, or child, 
Jof which ſuch perſons family ſhall conſiſt, 
«« at the actual time of making the grant; 
'« and in caſe any perſon applying as afore- 
“ ſaid, ſhall be deſirous of taking up a 
« larger quantity of land than the family 
right entitles ſuch perſon to, upon ſhew- 
„ing a probability of cultivation, an ad- 
* ditional number of acres, not exceeding 
% 2000 may be obtained upon paying the 
e receiver of the quit- rents the ſum of five 
* ſhillings ſterling, for every 50 acres of 
% ſuch additional grant, on the day of the 
5 LF wa of the ſaid grant. That the quit- 
* rents of the land granted in this province, 
* be one halfpenny per acre, payabie to his 
F majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors yearly, 
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on the feaſt of St. Michael which ſhall 


++ happen two years after the date of the 


ec 
ce 


grant: that in all grants of land to be 
made, regard will be had to the profit- 
able and the unprofitable acres, ſo that 
each grantee may have a proportionable 
number of one ſort or the other; as like- 
wiſe that the breadth of each tract of land 
be one third of the length of ſuch tract, 
and that the length of each tract do not 
extend along the banks of apy river, but 
in the main Land, that thereby the ſaid 
grantees may have each a convenient ſhare 
of what accommodation the ſaid river may 

afford either for navigation or otherwiſe. 
That all perſons, on fulfilling the terms 
of the firſt grant, may have a further 
grant of the like quantity of lands on the 
ſame terms as aforeſaid; 3 that for every 50 
acres of plantable land, each grantee ſhall 
be obliged within three years after the date 
of the grant, to clear and work three acres 
at leaſt, on that part of the tract which 


they ſhall think moſt convenient and ad- 


vantageous, or elſe to drain or clear three 
acres of ſwampy ſunken ground, or drain 
three acres of marſh, if any ſuch be within 
his or her grant. That for every fifty 
acres of land, accounted barren, every 


| Grantee ſhall be obliged to put on his or 


her land, within three years after the date 
of the grant, three neat cattle, which 
number every perſon ſhall be obliged to 
continue on their lands, till three acres for 
every fifty, be fully cleared and improved. 
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That if any perſon ſhall take up a tract of 
land, wherein there ſhall be no part fit for 
preſent cultivation without manuring and 
improving the ſame, every ſuch grantee 
ſhall be obliged, within three years from 
the date of the grant, to erect on ſome part 
of the land, one good dwelling-houſe, at 
leaſt 20 feet in length, and 16 in breadth; 

and alſo to put on the land, the number 
of three neat cattle for every 50 acres. 


That if any perſon who ſhall take up any 


ſtony or rocky grounds, not fit for culture 
or paſture, ſhall within three years after 
the paſſing the grant, begin to employ 
thereon, and continue to work for three 
years then next enſuing, in digging any 
ſtone quarry or other mine, one good 
hand for every 100 acres, it ſhall be ac- 
counted a ſufficient cultivation : that every 
three acres which ſhall be cleared and 


worked as aforeſaid; and every three 


acres which ſhall be drained as afore- 
laid, ſhall be accounted a ſufficient ſeating, 
planting, cultivation, and improvement, 
to keep for ever from forfeiture 50 acres 
of land in any part contained within the 
ſame grant; and the grantee ſhall be at 
liberty to withdraw the ſtock, or forbear 
working in any quarry or mine, in pro- 
portion to ſuch cultivation and improve- 
ment as ſhall be made on the plantable 
lands, or upon the ſwamps or ſunken 
grounds, or marſhes, which ſhall be in- 
cluded in the ſame grant. That when 


** any perſon who ſhall hereafter take up 


oc and 
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* and patent any land, ſhall have ſeated, 
cc planted, or cultivated, and improved the 
ce ſaid land, or any part of it, according to 
* the directions and conditions above- men- 
« tioned, ſuch patentee may make proof of 
* ſuch ſeating, planting, and cultivation or 
improvements, in any court of record in 
e the ſaid province, or in the court of the 
% country diſtrict or precin&t where ſuch 
* Jands ſhall be, and have ſuch proofs cer- 
* tified to the regiſter and oflice, and thoſe 
te entered with the record of the ſaid patent, 
* a copy of which ſhall be admitted on 
** any tryal, to prove the {cating and plant- 
ing ſuch lands.“ Allo the lords com- 
miſſioners of trade and plantations, repre- 
ſented to his majeſty, that application had 
been made to them by Denys Rolle, praying 
for a grant of lands in his majeſty's province 
of Eaſt Florida, in order to make a ſettlement 
thereon: his majeſty took the ſame into con- 
ſideration, and having received the opinion 
of the lords commiſſioners for trade and plan- 
tations, and alſo of the committee of the 
lords of his majeſty's moſt honourable privy 
council, was thereupon pleaſed with the ad- 
vice of his privy council, to order that the 
governor and commander in chief of his 
majeſty's province of Eaſt Florida for the 
time being, to cauſe twenty thouſand acres of 
land to be ſurveyed in one contiguous tract, 
on ſuch part of the ſaid province as the ſaid 
Denys Rolle, or his attorney ſhall chooſe, not 
already granted or ſurveyed to others, and 


upon return of ſuch ſurvey, conformable to 
| Jo 
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his majeſty's directions and general inſtrue- 
tions, to paſs a grant for the ſame to the ſaid 
Denys Rolle, under the ſeal of the ſaid pro- 
vince, upon the following terms, conditions, 
and reſervations, viz. That the grantee do 
ſettle the lands with proteſtant white inha- 
bitants, within ten years from the date of 
the grant, in proportion of one perſon for 
every 100 acres. That if one third of the 
land is not ſettled with white proteſtant in- 
habitants in the above-mentioned proportion, 
within three years from the date of the grant, 
the whole to be forfeited to his majeſty, his 
heirs or ſucceſſors. That ſuch part of the 
whole tract as is not ſettled with white pro- 
teſtant inhabitants at the expiration of ten 
years from the date of the grant, to revert 
to his majeſty, . his heirs or ſucceſſors. 
That an annual quit-rent of one halfpenny 
ſterling per acre, be reſerved to his majeſty, 
his heirs, or ſucceſſors, payable at the feaſt 
of St. Michael in every year, to commence 
and become payable upon one half of the 
ſaid land, on the ſaid feaſt of St. Michael, 
which ſhall firſt happen after the expiration 
of five years from the date of the grant, and 
to be payable on every enſuing feaſt of St. 
Michael, or within fourteen days after, and 
the whole quantity to be ſubject in like man- 
ner to the like quit-rent at the expiration of 
ten years. That there be a reſervation in 
the ſaid grant, to his majeſty, his heirs, and 
ſucceſſors, of all thoſe parts of the land 
which the ſurveyor ſhall, upon the return of 
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the ſurvey, report to be proper for erecting 
fortifications, publick wharfs, naval yards; 
or for other military purpoſes ; that there be 
a reſervation to his majeſty, his heirs, and 
ſucceſſors, of all mines of gold, ſilver, cop- 
Per, lead, and coals. That any patt of the 
and which ſhall appear by the ſurveyor's re- 
port, to be well adapted to the growth of 
hemp or flax, it ſhall be a condition of the 
grant, that the grantee ſhall ſow and continue 
annually to cultivate a due proportion of the 
land, not leſs than one acre in every thouſand, 
with that beneficial article of produce. And 
the governor or commander in chief of his 
majeſty's province of Eaſt Florida for the 
time being, and all others whom it may con- 
cern, were required to carry his majeſty's 
commands thereby ſignified into execution. 
Having obtained a grant of 20,000 acres of 
land, in purſuance of which, and agreeable to 
the-views of government in ſtrengthening this 
province with the ſettlement of white in- 
habitants, I endeavoured in the year 1764 to 
form a ſettlement in that province with ſuch 
inhabitants; I carried ſeveral with me, ſome 
of the neighbouring colonies joined mine, 
and in May 1765, received the addition of a 
{mall ſhip load of ſettlers from the Welt of 
England. My ſettlement was formed in the 
heart of the province, on a river bigger than 
the Thames, having two feet of tide at my 
village, which is one hundred miles from the 
ſea ; a foot tide at between 30 and 40 miles 


higher up, and two hundred and fifty miles 
nearly 
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nearly of eaſy navigation throughout, di- 
viding the province into two parts, beſides 
ſeveral conſiderable rivers falling into the 
great one on both ſides, which permit boats 
to aſcend into molt parts of the province al- 
ready given up by the Indian nation. 
Though this met with ſome difficulties at 
firſt, as every firſt attempt will in a new un- 
ſettled province, yet a ſtrict attention to the 
welfare of my ſettlers ſurmounted thoſe diffi- 
culties, and amidſt every obſtruction given 
by the jealouſy or deſigns of the evil-minded, 
provided the ſettlement with neceſſaries, and 
at length left them on my departure for Eng- 
land, together with what ſupplies I ſent up 
from Georgia, the place of my embarkation, 
in great plenty of moſt forts of the neceſſaries 
and ſome conveniencies of life, a large ſtock 
of cattle, hogs, and poultry, an harveſt. of 
Corn, Rice, and Cotton to gather in an 
earneſt of future productions. 
My own experience having furniſhed me 
with the beſt inſtructions for others, will firſt 
of all point out the objections naturally 
ariſing to the ſettlement of the Engliſh in 
this province, before I expreſs any circum- 
ſtances that may entice any perſons to become 
adventurers; then would obviate each of 
thoſe objections, and afterwards ſhew the 
great conveniences and peculiar advantages 
that would accrue to thoſe who ſhould in- 
cline to ſettle there, and will accept the after- 
E mentioned 
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mentioned propoſals of ſettling on the lands 
choſen by virtue of his Majeſty's order to the 
Governor of the Province, for a grant to my- 
ſelf. The firſt great objection is the heat of 
the climate. This is leſs than the Weſt In- 
dies, but if more, by the ſituation, being 
more ſouthern than Carolina or Georgia, 


yet for the aforementioned * reaſons, and by 


experience, being in the former province 
in two different ſummers, can declare the 
heat to be more ſufferable. White people 
myſelf inured to labour, though not born to 
it, being one, who could work the whole days 
ſor eight months in the year; in the four 
ſummer months, two or three hours in the 
morning and the ſame in the evening, may 
be ſuffered. by whites, and the culture of the 
ground, for the reſpective crops will require 
no more in the open ſunſhine: he if the weeds 
are followed by the hoe during the cooler 
months, the crop ſurmounts them before the 
weather is encreaſed much in heat, and the 
planter need only view the crop, keeping the 
weeds down and ripening faſt to perfection. 


* See page 17 and 18, 


+ The climate, during theſe eight months, is very fine, 
and believed to equal, if not exceed, any other in the 
known world ] he heat of the four other months, tho” 
great, yet is more ſufferable than that in ſome more 
northern latitudes, by an extraordinary purity of air, 


which may be breathed eaſier by aſthmatical people than 


the air in England during the ſame ſeaſon, 


An 
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An example will ſuffice for information. A 
whiteman at my ſettlement, the year before 
I-came, cleared a piece of ground in ſome 
other part of the province in the manner ac- 
cuſtomed, that is, cutting the trees off breaſt 
high with a ſhort handled ax without the 
inconveniency of ſtooping which would 
attend the cutting it off near the root with 
ſuch a tool, Though by my uſing a long 
handled axe, I found more weight added to 
the ſtroke, and the tree might be ſevered 
near the root, ſtill without that inconveni- 
ence: however, the ſaid piece of ground 
contained about four acres, and the above- 
mentioned perſon cleared it in that manner 
in leſs than a month, and aſter chopping off 
the limbs, and letting them lye there ſome 
time to reduce the ſap, and burning them on 
the ſpot partly to aſhes; he hoed in ſome corn 
in the ſpaces between the roots, and greater 
loggs ſtill remaining unburnt; and after the 
corn was come up, he ſowed ſome peas be- 
tween the hills of corn as made by drawing 
up the weeds and earth from time to time to 
the corn, and alſo ſome Pompions, which 
prove wholeſome and good food in that cli- 
mate, though not much approved of here, and 
alſo ſome Cotton ſeed, all which he did by the 
labour of himſelf alone, having no perſon 
whatſoever living with him to aſſiſt him. He 
reaped from this labour of a few days only a 
{mall portion of the cooler ſeaſon of the year; 
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the quantity he ſuppoſed of fourſcore 
buſhels of Indian corn, ſeveral buſhels of 
Peas, the number 1 have forgot, 200 of 


Pompions, a ſupply ſufficient for five in fa- 


mily during the year, and had alſo 20 pounds 
of Cotton for cloathing or ſale. It is to be ob- 
ſerved that Rice, though partly cleanſed from 
weeds by the hoe, is chiefly by being ſown 
in ſuch lands as may be overflowed either 


by tide water or ſtreams penn'd back by 


damms, relieved from weeds by water let in 
on i', which nouriſhes the grain, at the 
ſame time it deſtroys the weeds. 

The ſecond inconvenience muſt ariſe 
from. an opportunity ſeized on, and an incli- 
nation given way to, in drinking much 
ſtrong liquor or rum unmixed, as plenty and 
cheapneſs permits; and in quenching the 
thirſt, naturally inclined to a cool draught 
by liquor, either water or other fort of a dif- 
ferent degree of temperature with the blood, 
ſomewhat moved by the heat alone in ſum- 
mer, but if excited by labour, muſt nearly 
boil. This then is a voluntary inconveni- 
ence, to be remedied by a mixture always of 
ſeven-cighths of water to one of rum, a pro- 
portion, though derided at firſt by the incau- 
tious, yet acquieſced and approved by all 
after long experiment. In ſummer the thirſt 


ſhould be allayed by water drank from a 
ſunny ſtream, or liquors heated by the fire, 


to the ſame degree as the blood may be at 
| that 
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that time; this, though not ſo pleaſant in 
the mouth or throat, yet prevents that ſhock. 
to the body cold liquors would give it: leſs, 
in quantity will ſuffice to ſatisfy the thirſt, 
and ſuch will give ſtrength to the laborious 
man. 
The next thing that the ſettlers are af- 
feed in, is the temperature of the mind. 
Does the unprovided gentleman, does the 
misfortunate tradeſman, docs the numerous 
and ſtreightened family of laborious huſband- 
men ſeek a retirement from luxury and miſ- 
fortunes attendant thereon, a renewal of cha- 
racter on the moſt honeſt principle, a large field 
for cultivation and improvement, to procure 
a comfortable maintenance, a plentiful pro- 
viſion, an opportunity of raiſing their new 
fund to the higheſt pitch of reputable gran- 
deur ? Let theſe mark well this obſervation : 
activity alone in theſe employs will preſerve 
that temper of mind which will contribute 
to health of body. It is a relaxation for any 
conſiderable time that contracts that indo- 
lence of diſpoſition, and brings back to the 
mind the fatal remembrance of misfortunes 
of life, the flips of youth, the former errors 
in the native country they endeavoured to re- 
pair. This produces the deſpair that ener- 
vates the man, and ſhatters the frame to pie- 
ces, though outwardly appears in different 
diſeaſes, ſaid to be incident to the hotter 
climes, 
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Though this province knows no other diſa 
order but a ſpecies of the ague, yet ſtill this 
may be generated, if not ſo, at leaſt nouriſh- 
ed, I may ſay by the ſame means; but on the 
contrary, fixing the attention to the main 
end of the retirement to theſe colonies, pur- 
ſuing it with reſolution, temperance, and 
labour, join hand in hand to conſolidate and 
ſtrengthen every vein, and preſerve the hu- 
man frame in youthful ſtrength. Here then 
is the fountain of youth, ſaid by former wri- 
ters to be found in this province of Eaſt 
Florida. 

can ſcarce mention under this head of 
objections, the noxious beaſts, inſects, and 
reptiles; they chiefly are produced by the 
imagination. Cuſtom will accommodate the 
mind to thoſe that are real. Of Beaſts there 
are Wolves, Bears, Tigers, and perhaps 
Panthers, though of the latter rather uncer- 
tain. None of theſe were ever known to at- 
tack a man: the firſt extremely fearful, 
when any have come up to our fires in the 
woods, where we happen to lie down by 
night, on the leaſt noiſe take to an immediate 
flight: the laſt and the fierceſt, though ſmall, 
on the attack of a dog have deſtroyed it. 
The- bears are uſeful animals, fine food, and 
wear good ſkins, never attack a man; and 
though I have wounded one myſelf, yet did 
not offer to attack me. Of the “ alligator, 


* SCC page 9. | 
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the moſt dreadful in appearance of any, a 
true and full account is given already. The 
rattle-ſnakes the moſt dangerous, though 
commonly guarded againſt by the hunters, 
by a piece of woolen wrapt about the legs, 
yet I have purſued my examination of the 
country, and followed game through Mo- 
raſſes, ſwamps, ſavannahs, and every ſort of 
grounds, without accident, though unguarded 
by any method, in my common dreſs of 
ſhoes and ſtockings ; and have ſlept in all 
thoſe ſituations, fearleſs and unhurt, The 
Indians, natives of the country, have given 
riſe to other fears and apprehenſions, 1 went 
into the boundleſs foreſts, traverſed only by 
themſelves, and thoſe beaſts fo dreaded, be- 
fore the governor had any converſe with 
them; but with a different opinion of that 
part of the human race than ſome others have 
had: I ſuppoſed humanity, —I found it. 
After ſeated at between 30 and 40 miles from 
the protection of the government, with my 
few people I firſt carried with me, as ſoon 
as I heard of the Indians being in the neigh- 
bourhood, I waited on ſome of the Chiefs, 
and obtained their permiſſion to remain at 
that place J ſet down on. By a kind recep- 
tion of them afterwards, whenever they 
came thither, what I expected might be 
poſtible, proved ſo with facility. The civil- 
1zing of them proved alſo probable. They 
are kind in every reſpect to me ; and not only 

| | . to 


(90-3 


Though this province knows no other diſa 
order but a ſpecies of the ague, yet ſtill this 
may be generated, if not fo, at leaſt nouriſh- 
ed, I may ſay by the ſame means; but on the 
contrary, fixing the attention to the main 
end of the retirement to theſe colonies, pur- 
ſuing it with reſolution, temperance, and 
labour, join hand in hand to conſolidate and 
ſtrengthen every vein, and preſerve the hu- 
man frame in youthful ſtrength. Here then 
is the fountain of youth, ſaid by former wri- 
ters to be found in this province of Eaſt 
Florida. 

can ſcarce mention under this head of 
objections, the noxious beaſts, inſects, and 
reptiles; they chiefly are produced by the 
imagination. Cuſtom will accommodate the 
mind to thoſe that are real. Of Beaſts there 
are Wolves, Bears, Tigers, and perhaps 
Panthers, though of the latter rather uncer- 


tain. None of theſe were ever known to at- 


tack a man: the firſt extremely fearful, 
when any have come up to our fires in the 
woods, where we happen to lie down by 
night, on the leaſt noiſe take to an immediate 
flight: the laſt and the fierceſt, though ſmall, 
on the attack of a dog have deſtroyed it. 
The bears are uſeful animals, fine food, and 
wear good ſkins, never attack a man; and 
though 1 have wounded one myſelf, yet did 
not offer to attack me. Of the * alligator, 
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the moſt dreadful in appearance of any, a 

true and full account is given already. The 
rattle-ſnakes the moſt dangerous, though 
commonly guarded againſt by the hunters, 
by a piece of woolen wrapt about the legs, 
yet I have purſued my examination of the 
country, and followed game through Mo- 
raſſes, ſwamps, ſavannahs, and every ſort of 
grounds, without accident, though unguarded 


by any method, in my common dreſs of 


ſhoes and ſtockings ; and have ſlept in all 
thoſe ſituations, fearleſs and . g The 
Indians, natives of the country, have given 
riſe to other fears and apprehenſions. 1 went 
into the boundleſs foreſts, traverſed only by 
themſelves, and thoſe beaſts ſo dreaded, be- 
fore the governor had any converſe with 
them; but with a different opinion of that 
part of the human race than ſome others have 
had: I ſuppoſed humanity,—l1 found it. 
After ſeated at between 30 and 40 miles from 
the protection of the government, with my 
few people I firſt carried with me, as ſoon 
as I heard of the Indians being in the neigh- 
bourhood, I waited on ſome of the Chiefs, 
and obtained their permiſſion to remain at 
that place 1 ſet down on. By a kind recep- 
tion of them afterwards, whenever they 
came thither, what I expected might be 
poſſible, proved ſo with facility. The civil- 
1zing of them proved alſo probable. They 
are Kind in every reſpect to me ; and not only 


to 
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to myſelf but mine. After a few months, I 
undertook a journey through the country 
they inhabit, with only my ſervant, and one 
perſon more, was at two of their Towns, and 
proceeded for two hundred miles to St. 
Marks on the bay of Mexico, and returned 
back the ſame way, and ſaw them again in a 
particular ſtate of 'mind, much heated by 
drinking of rum for twelve days together, yet 
kindly received me in perfect friendſhip, by 
the name they have fixed on me of the Squire, 
which they had given General Oglethorpe, and 
is perfectly known through the Indian na- 
tion; that my own perſon would have had 
ſafe conduct throughout their country, unat- 
tended, unarmed. My converſation by ſigns 
alone, under that name, would convey me 
every where; and if they meet perſons in 
the woods, and perceive them to belong to 
my plantation, they ſhew marks of civility 
and kindneſs. At my own plantation they 
preferve the utmoſt decency both to the wo- 
men as well as men, and for their own wo- 
men never diſcover the leaſt jealouſy when 
they have even come by themſelves to my ſet- 
tlement; and though they receive imprudent 
preſents of rum at St. Auguſtine, and bring 
it to my ſettlement, where they oftentimes 
drink it and are much intoxicated, they {till 
preſerve the utmoſt reſpect for me even in 
their cups, though they are eye witneſſes of 
my having large quantities of rum for my 
| labouring 
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labouring people, and always deny theit re= 
queſt fot any trading thetein: and yet not- 
withſtanding ſuch denial, their whole trade 
of fins lies\ready for my acceptance. Their 


confidence in the juſtice of my plan pro- 
d of dealing, has eſtabliſhed this reſo- 
ution. A diſcovery of humanity on our 
part Has diſtinguiſhed theirs, unknown ot 
rather diſbelieved before by the generality. 
 Agiteable to the plan of government, I 
ſhall now make my propoſals for ſettlers to 
ſet down on the tract of land granted by his 
Majeſty to myſelf. — 
To ſuch perſons who have a competency 
to go over unaſſiſted, there will be a town- 
lot fufficient for a houſe and garden, and a 
lot of 5 acres next adjoining to the town, 
granted by leaſe for three lives gratis, under 
a ſmall quit- rent, juſt for acknowledgement, 
and to pteferve the houſes from being unin- 
habited, which might otherwiſe be, on the 
removal of perfons to other parts, and yet 
could not be occupied or granted to others; 
but left deſolate. - As for thoſe that are arti- 
ficers, this might be all they would want; 
But to others that would cultivate land, there 
would be no limitation as to quantity, agree- 
able to their ability, and proportionate to 
their family, which I would grant in fee ts 
chem and their heirs for ever on a ſmall quit- 
fetit,” The abeve mentioned perſons are 
fuppoſed to have 50 ö tf 
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will defray their expences of ſettling on the 
land, according to the following ſchedule. 


1 * 


Paſſage from England to Eaſt 


Florida = - - 6 0 
B edding 1 8 0 
Kitchen and houſhold furniture x 9 6: 
Carpenters tools ' = =-'.. 1.179 7 
Huſbandry tools — 83 7 8 
Implements for game ang NETS 

proviſion = 3.30.45 
Proviſion for half a year 3 12 0 
Live ſtock — — 89 a + 
Seeds by - - 0-15 8 

88 9 50 


The remaining 30 guineas * be em- 
ployed in the price and wages of indented 
ſervants, or a working negro may be pur- 
chaſed with it. Thoſe who have only 21 


pounds, will have all the above conveniences, 
but muſt depend entirely upon nne 
for labour. 

To thoſe whoſe abilities can reach only: to 
the. ſum of 12 guineas, and will be con- 
tented with the bare neceſſaries by which 


perſons may cultivate. land, and by induſtry 


raiſe themſelves, the following ſchedule is 
adapted; and they will have the ſame town 
lot and five acre. los with a farther jpropor- 


tionable 


1 


1 


An iron crock = 
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tionable quantity of land upon the above 


terms. 
1 
—_— 0: 
Hammock - - 9: $8 
Two pair of ſheets 1 
Four yards of ticking for the 
bed, and one yard for the 
n 6 


Indian blanket - 


A tubal - - 
A ſpade — 

An hoe — 
An hand- ſaw — - 


| 00W00o0000094<q0 
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An axe — - o 
An hook - - 4. 
Proviſion for _w_ a por 02 
A ſow - O 
Seed corn - "ATT of 


I2 O 
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To thoſe who have no property at all of 
their own, the following propoſals are made : 


That they are indented to me for four years; 


that I will maintain them with proviſion until 
the land yields a return : That they will be 
employed in the firit year in raiſing neceſſaries 
of life in their town and five acre lots, and 
perhaps ſomething more ; and in the three 


following years, in raiſing ſuch crops as are 


F 3 marketable, 
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matketable, the profits of which ſhall be 


divided between the proprietor and the ſot- 


tler ; out of which divided profits, the ſet- 


tler, at the end of the four years, will, with 


proper management, be able to ſave ſuffici- 
ent tq purchaſe nearly two n or to 


indent ſervants in the manner he himſelf 
was indented. I muſt now recommend the 


proper time of paſſage, which is to contrive 


to be there as ſoon as may be in October, 


by which they would have the greateſt quan- 


tity of time to clear the ground for corn, 
which: is ſown in February, and alſo all 
kinds of garden ſeeds, which I recommend 
to be collected by all- the ſettlers to carry 
wich them, and which will bo beſt preſerved 
in caniſters wrapped up in wax; which 
ſeeds, being immediately planted, will ri 

at Chriſtmas, for the ſeaſon is ſo mild till 
that time, that meſt things flouriſh. To 


give an inſtance of which, T travelled through 


the country in December, and lay open on 
the ground as in ſummer ; and the Governor 


had pine - apple plants lived through the win- 
ter in open ground, though the month of 


January was reckoned uncommonly cold. 


To ſum up all the benefits, which I doubt 
Pat appear to over-baJlance the objections ; ; 


chere is the conſideration of the friendſhip 


eſtabliſhed with the native Indians, feng 
a double advantage, ſecurity, and a benefi 
585 kana on the moſt honourable 


. points, 
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points, humanity and juſtice; E 2 
ſack of cattle, —— and poultry, now in- 
creaſed, tis ſuppoſed, kg not a ſmall nur- 
ſery at the time of my leaving America, to 
which is propoſed, with the increaſe now 
taking place of inhabitants, a large additional 
ſtock ſhall be drove to theſe ſettlements, 
The .method of cultivation known, and the 
former ſettlers I hope to find experienced in 
it, and ready in gratitude to benefit the ſuc- 
eceding embarkation, both in that and giving 
their aſſiſtance in raiſing of houſes at their ar- 
riyal, Their experience will alſo teach the 
procurement of game at the leaſt expence of 
time and labour, which I was unwilling ta 
encourage at firſt, and deſirous of rather ſup- 
plying them at a greater expence with the 
neceſſaries of life, than introduce a leſs ap- 
provable methed of livelihood; but deer, 
bear, turkeys, turtle, and fiſh, came fre- 
quently to table under ſuch diſcouragement, 

oftentimes by the Indians, and ſometimes by 
my on peaple, only by their recreation. 
Fo eſtabliſh and render more perfect this 
happy ſettlement, I would wiſh every ſettler 

to let theſe be ſtanding maxims in his own 
breaſt, That liberty be to all people to wor- 
ſhip the divine Being according to their truth 
and perſuaſion, ſo as it tend to the honour 
where 'tis all due, not to the detriment of 
civil ſociety, which is not to be inferred by 
any ſect, or from any miſſion: that Sunday, 


„„ 
be obſerved ſtrictly according to the eftabliſh- 
ed church, to which all preeminence muſt 
be given: That Indians and Negroes are to 
be eſteemed in ali reſpects human, capable 
of inheriting an happy eternity, and to be by 
all means, the former by the means of civi- 
lity, humanity, and invitation to the attend- 
ing divine ſervice, drawn to chriſtianity; the 
latter, if it is neceſſaty that they be introdu- 
ced, (but they are at fartheſt deſigned to be 
but a far minor part of this ſettlement) are to 
be prohibited the uſe of Sunday in raifing 


proviſion for themſelves, as is the cuſtom in 
many, I may call heathen eolonies, and 
obliged by their maſters to attend divine ſer- 
vice on that day, Who are to permit ſome 
other part of the week to be applied for that 
work, as they tender their own advance 
ment and thriving in life by the work of 

thoſe ſlaves. That marriage be eſteemed 
honourable, and not only a civil but religious 
compact; that though not to be deferred by 
the civil magiſtrate at any time, yet never 
to be omitted by the clergyman of the church 
of England, if preſent, or confirmed by him 
when the firſt opportunity offers. That all 
children be fent to be educated at a proper 
age, at the ſchool intended to be eſtabliſhed, 
That no one offer to ſet up a publick houſe 
of entertainment, except ſuch eſtabliſhed by 
the proprietor, for the ſole uſe of travellers 
unprovided with lodging, or abſolute neceſſary 
8 8 refreſh» 
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refreſhment. That every ſpecies of good or- 
der be recommended, and that no perſon 
whatſoever induce Indians to make too free 
uſe of any ſtrong liquor; but that every rule 
laid down to regulate the commerce and con- 
duct be obſerved with that people who per- 
mit us to ſettle on their profitable lands. 

I have chartered a ſhip, and am now go- 
ing over with about fifty more ſettlers to viſit 
my plantation, to give the neceſſary direc- 
tions for its progreſs, And any perſons who 
may be hereafter inclined to ſettle upon this 
promifing land, may hear of frequent oppor- 
tunities of going thither at the great ſea ports 
neareſt to their abode, ſuch as London, 
Briſtol, Liverpool, &c. where ſhips will be 
freighted to St. John's River, on which my 
plantation is ſituated, or to St. Auguſtine, 
which is about thirty-five miles from it. 


Tuderly, 
Sept. 1, 1760. 


DENYS ROLLE. 
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